
 
     A Chinese Student In Your Home 
 

As you will probably host students from different cultural backgrounds, I feel 
it may be of help to you and your family to understand many of the cultural 
differences your student will encounter throughout their stay with you.  
 

• On arrival, your student will be extremely tired and confused and 
they may not understand or speak much English, after you have 
shown them where they will be sleeping and where to freshen up, 
it will be advisable to automatically give them refreshments (or a 
meal, depending on the time of day)  

 
• You might have to ask them a question several times before you 

get an honest reply, e.g. “Are you hungry?” 
 

• Although Chinese students may have a veneer of westernisation, 
their culture is older that ours and they have been quite isolated 
from us. Because of this, they will do things their way. 

 
• Family comes first, then friends, then strangers. They tend not to 

ask strangers for anything direct but go through the family 
network or a friend. 

 
• They hate to lose face or to embarrass anyone and they hate to be 

criticised in public. 
 

• If you ask them to do something that they don’t want to do, they 
will say “yes” but won’t do it. They do not intend to be rude, this 
is simply their culture. 

 
• They will often not tell if they do not understand you because 

they believe it is an insult to you. They will simply act as if 
nothing was said in the first instance. 

 
• They often camouflage their true intention in order to be polite. 

 
• If they don’t understand or are embarrassed, they will smile or 

laugh. 
 

• They look upon teachers as strict fathers. 
 

• Don’t mention Tibet or Taiwan in their presence. 
 

• Never give anyone a timepiece as a present because it symbolises 
mortality and they don’t like to talk about death. 

 



• They are puzzled when we wish them “good night”. Back in China 
they never say “goodnight”. 

 
• English breakfast times are often a shock to oriental students as 

this is usually a large family meal of rice and vegetables at home, 
similar to English dinner times.  It may help to explain to the 
student, in simple terms, that English families often need to rush 
off to their various activities and work place, so breakfast times, 
usually consist of cereals and toast, although it would be 
appreciated if yoghurt and fruit could be offered occasionally. 

 
• Finally all of our students are happiest with a family that they 

can spend time with and talk to; this is best done at meal times 
and can be a fun learning experience for all the family. Please 
inform your student of your usual dinner time in advance as 
sometimes your student may assume the food will be kept warm 
until they get home later in the evening. 

 
Most importantly, please remember that if you have a problem with 

your student, we are here for you. Please do not hesitate to contact us 
immediately no matter how big or small the problem might seem to 

you. We are always happy to help you! 


