
           JAPANESE STUDENT IN YOUR HOME          

               
 

As you will probably host students from different cultural backgrounds, I 
feel it may be of help to you and your family to understand many of the 
cultural differences your student will encounter throughout their stay 
with you.  

 
• On arrival depending on the time your student may be extremely 

tired. We recommend you offer refreshments and show your student 
where they may freshen up. 

 
• It is part of the Japanese culture to bathe regularly, often 2 baths at a 

time. If you have a problem with the amount of water available, or you 
have only one bathroom for the whole family, perhaps you should 
make the student aware of when it is convenient for them to use the 
bathroom and explain the maximum amount of water they can use. 
This will ensure the whole family has access to hot water. 

 
• Most Japanese students are extremely polite and will not want to 

cause you any inconvenience, you may find they refuse most offers of 
refreshments, etc out of politeness. Please provide them with a lunch 
time meal at weekends, tell them you will be doing this and they must 
inform you if they require a packed lunch. It is advisable to inform 
your student of the regular mealtimes in advance and request they 
notify you well in advance if they intend to be absent from a meal. 

 
• Breakfast is often an extension of the evening meal in Japan, with 

family members spending time over a meal of rice, vegetables and 
fish. They are often shocked at the rushed breakfast offered in the 
form of cereal and toast as many families rush to their various daily 
activities. Perhaps it would be advisable to explain your ways of 
breakfasting in advance and include fruit as an option. 

 
• Please respect the privacy of your student. It is offensive for a 

Japanese student to be touched or hugged in any way, although this 
is extremely innocent form of communication to many English people, 
particularly as a form of comfort. 
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• Japanese students will rarely complain or request something that is 
not freely offered, please make sure your student is as comfortable in 
your home as you would want to be in theirs. 

 
BUT! Please remember – they have chosen to come to Britain to 

learn the British way of life, so please do not change your routine in 
order to please your student, just relax and enjoy their visit! 

 

   
 


